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By means of this handicap the Bolsheviks were able to
prevent the Assembly from meeting, despite an abortive
attempt to open it on December 11, until they had perfected
their own plans for its destruction. As the Bolshevik
deputies arrived in Petrograd from all parts of Russia, at
Lenin's insistence and under Sverdlov's direction, they
were assigned to the various factories, industrial works,
and army corps. Here they developed the party " cell
system ", and created an atmosphere favourable to the
Bolsheviks, organizing the workers in opposition to the
democratic theory.1

The Right Social Revolutionaries were also strengthen-
ing their position. They published a newspaper bitterly
attacking the Bolsheviks, they attempted to win over two
of the remaining crack regiments of the old army, they
endeavoured to arm the workers, and even to bring back
soldiers from the front under the guise of their attending a
military university. They even worked out a plot for the
kidnapping of the whole Council of Commissars, and were
implicated in an attempt upon Lenin's life in the course of
which Fritz Flatten was wounded in the hand.2

By the third week of January 1918, the necessary
quorum had gathered and the Bolsheviks had completed
their arrangements. In any case the atmosphere of plot
and counter-plot in Petrograd had become so tense that
further delay would provoke an untimely outburst, and the
delegates were summoned to meet on January 18. But at
the same time it was made clear by the Council of Com-
missars that the Assembly would be immediately dissolved
unless it recognized the Soviet Power, ratified the pro-
gramme of the Second Congress of Soviets, and approved
the measures of socialization taken by this body.

1  Trotsky, Lenin, p. 148.

2  J. Mavor, The Russian Revolution (London, 1928), pp. 190-191.
(Based largely upon the memoirs of Boris Sokolofi, who organized these
activities.)